RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.116 Attorney Docket No. : Q78466 

Application No.: 1 0/71 5,600 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 3 and 6-10 are all the claims pending in the application. 
I. Response to Claim Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Claims 1, 3 and 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being 
unpatentable over Kojima et al (4,830,91 1) and further in view of Sugiyama et al (6,773,770) for 
reasons of record. 

In response to the arguments presented in the Response filed January 5, 2007, the 
Examiner asserts that the polymer used in Comparative Example 3 of the specification and the 
Declaration does not appear to be the same as that of Example 4 of Kojima et al. The Examiner 
asserts that the polymer of Comparative Example 3 appears to be the polymer of Synthesis 
Example 8. It is the Examiner's position that the polymer of Comparative Example 3 has 5.2 
parts styrene and its ratio of m to n would be about 20:1 while the ratio of Polymer D of Kojima 
et al is either 9:1 or 1:9 (because according to the Examiner, Kojima et al appears to use n for 
both units of the polymer), which results in a significantly different polymer than one having a 
ratio of20:L 

Applicants submit herewith a Declaration explaining why the results obtained by using 
the polymer employed in Comparative Example 3 of the specification can be considered as 
almost the same as those obtained by using polymer D from Example 4 of Kojima et al. The 
explanation in the Declaration is believed to clarify the Examiner's misunderstanding, which 
appears to be due to the difference between the disclosure of Kojima et al (U. S. Patent No. 
4,830,911) ("9:1" is a ratio of numbers of structural units, which corresponds to a molar ratio of 
structural units) and the disclosure of the present invention ("20:1" is a mass ratio calculated 
based on parts by mass). 
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Additionally, for the Examiner's reference, Applicants note that page 6, right lower 
column of Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 63-115780 (corresponding to Japanese 
Patent Application No. 61-262563, that is, a priority application of Kojima; copy attached), 
discloses the following chemical structural formula as the "polymer D". 



Therefore, it can be assumed from the above chemical structural formula that "m" was originally 
intended to be added to the structural unit derived from styrene. 

In view of the above and further in view of the attached Declaration and the evidence of 
record, Applicants submit that the present invention provides unexpectedly superior results when 
compared to the closest prior art. Thus, the present invention is patentable. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the §103 rejection. 
II. Conclusion 

In view of the above, reconsideration and allowance of this application are now believed 
to be in order, and such actions are hereby solicited. If any points remain in issue which the 



ft & m < d > 





Hi 
»© 




n 



3 



RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.116 
Application No.: 10/715,600 



Attorney Docket No.: Q78466 



Examiner feels may be best resolved through a personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is 
kindly requested to contact the undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 
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